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Dear Sir/Madam

EXTENSION OF LEGISLATION ON BUILDABLE DESIGN TO SMALLER
PROJECTS AND NEW MINIMUM BUILDABILITY SCORES 

The legislation on buildable design came into effect on 1st January 2001.
Currently, all new building projects with Gross Floor Areas (GFA) of 5,000 m2 and
above are required to meet the minimum buildability scores as stipulated in the Code
of Practice on Buildable Design. All new additions or extensions with GFA of 5,000
m2 and above are also required to comply with the buildability requirements. 

2. From 1st January 2004, the buildability requirements will be extended to cover
smaller projects with GFA of at least 2,000 m2. At the same time, the minimum
buildability scores will be raised. The new minimum buildability scores for each
category of building/development are set out in the Code of Practice on Buildable
Design January 2004 edition and are as shown in the following table :

Minimum Buildability ScoreCategory of
Building/Development 2, 000 m2 ≤ GFA<

5, 000m2
5, 000m2 ≤ GFA<

25, 000m2
GFA ≥ 25 000 m2

Residential (landed) 54 56 59
Residential (non-landed) 60 62 65
Commercial 62 69 72
Industrial 64 71 74
Institutional and others 60 66 69

3. These changes will apply to all building/development works which are
submitted to URA for planning approval on or after 1st January 2004. For
building/development works submitted to URA for planning permission on or after 1st

January 2001 but before 1st January 2004, the minimum buildability scores stipulated
in the earlier editions of the Code of Practice on Buildable Design will still apply,



depending on the date of planning application. For clarity, the following table
indicates which edition of the Code of Practice on Buildable Design to be used to
determine the minimum buildability score requirements.

Date of planning application to URA Code of Practice on Buildable Design
to be used

1st January 2001 to 31st July 2002 December 2000 edition
1st August 2002 to 31st December 2003 June 2002 edition
On or after 1st January 2004 January 2004 edition

4 Besides the revised buildability scores and the extension of the buildability
legislation, the Buildable Design Appraisal System (BDAS) has also been revised
following industry’s feedback. All these changes have been incorporated in the
January 2004 edition of the Code, hardcopies of which would be available for sale
from mid December 2003. In the meantime, the soft copy of the latest Code together
with a reference guide to the BDAS are available for download at BCA website at
www.bca.gov.sg. Alternatively, you can access them through the following address:
http://www.bca.gov.sg/industry_programmes/buildable_design/legislatio
n/codepractice.html

5 The standard forms for building and structural plan approvals and application
for temporary occupation permit/certificate of statutory completion will also be
revised in view of these changes. The revised forms can be downloaded from BCA
website from mid December 2003. Please use the new forms with effect from 1st

January 2004.

6 I would appreciate it if you could convey the contents of this circular to
members of your organisation. If you or your members have any queries concerning
this circular, please contact Mrs Foo-Leoh Chay Hong at 6325 7535 (email : foo-
leoh_chay_hong@bca.gov.sg). Thank you.

Yours faithfully

CHENG TAI FATT 
SENIOR MANAGER  
BUILDING PLAN DEPARTMENT 
for COMMISSIONER OF BUILDING CONTROL
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY
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