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Dear Sir/ Madam, 
 
 
BCA/ FSSD Joint Circular- 

Fire Protection Requirements in Design of Steel Structures  

 
 
 The recent disruption of supply of sand and granite is a wake-up call to the 

industry to diversify our supply sources and switch to sustainable construction as 

much as possible so as to reduce our reliance on concrete materials.  The use of 

structural steel is one way to reduce our reliance on sand and granite, and BCA is 

actively encouraging the industry to adopt steel construction.  Steel construction has 

a number of advantages, being more buildable, imposes a lighter load on the 

foundation and could be completed faster. 

 

2 In our consultation with industry on the use of steel construction, we noticed 

that there is a perception amongst some that fire-protection of steel structures is too 

onerous.  To clear this concern on fire-protection requirements for steel structures, 

BCA and FSSD have jointly prepared a FAQ which aims to clarify the requirements 

in the Fire Code and ensure that there will be no misconception about fire-protection 

of structural steel in buildings.  A copy of the FAQ is attached. 

 

3 In order to facilitate the switch from concrete to steel structures, we wish to 

inform you that BCA and FSSD have provided a Green Lane system to accord 

priority in the processing of amendment plans for projects which will be making the 

switch.  Furthermore, FSSD is currently reviewing the Fire Code, especially the part 

on prescribed rules and the revised code is expected to be ready by September 07. 



 

4 We would appreciate if you could disseminate the contents of this letter to your 

members. Please contact Ms. Sok Cui Ping (Tel: 63252103, email: 

sok_cui_ping@bca.gov.sg) or Mr. Lee Wee Keong (Tel: 68481445, email: 

lee_wee_keong@scdf.gov.sg) if you require further clarification. Thank you.  

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

  
CHEW KEAT CHUAN 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
BUILDING ENGINEERING DIVISION 
for COMMISSIONER OF BUILDING  CONTROL 
 
 

 
 
LTC PHILIP THAM 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
FIRE SAFETY & SHELTER DEPARTMENT 
for COMMISSIONER  
SINGAPORE CIVIL DEFENCE FORCE 
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