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Our Ref: BCA BC 15.0.3     Building Plan and Management Group 
 
18 February 2014 
 
See Distribution 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
TYPE APPROVALS FOR VERTICAL PLATFORM LIFTS AND STAIRLIFTS COMPYLING WITH 
EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE 98/37/E, 95/16/EC OR BS 5776:1996 TO LAPSE 
 
 
 This circular is to inform the industry that all previous type approvals granted by the 
Commissioner of Building Control (or his predecessor, the Building Authority) for the installation of 
vertical platform lifts and stairlifts which are primarily designed for persons with impaired mobility (for 
example, those approvals for lifts and stairlifts that comply with standards such as European Directive 
98/37/E, 95/16/EC or BS 5776:1996) will be cancelled as these approvals have lapsed. 
 
 Withdrawal of Type Approval 
 
2.  Previously, once permission was granted by the Commissioner of Building Control for the 
installation of a certain type of vertical platform lift or stairlift (referred to as “type approval”), the same 
type may be installed in any building. Some examples of vertical platform lifts and stairlifts are shown 
in Annex A and Annex B respectively. 
 
3. With effect from 1 July 2014, all type approvals that have been granted previously for vertical 
platform lifts and stairlifts will be cancelled.   This will not affect existing vertical platform lifts and 
stairlifts which were previously installed and are currently in operation unless it is undergoing major 
alteration or replacement works

1
.  

 
Installation of Vertical Platform Lift and Stairlifts on or after 1 July 2014 
 
4. With effect from 1 July 2014, any installation of vertical platform lifts and stairlifts which are 
primarily designed for persons with impaired mobility will require a separate approval of plans from 
the Commissioner of Building Control.  Approvals from the Commissioner of Building Control will also 
be required for major alterations or replacement works of existing vertical platform lifts and stairlifts. 
 
5. The design, installation and operation of vertical platform lifts and stairlifts which are primarily 
designed for persons with impaired mobility shall comply with the European Standards EN 81-
41:2010

2
 and EN 81-40:2008

3
 or American National Standard ASME 18.1-2011

4
 or other relevant 

standards which are acceptable to the Commissioner of Building Control.  Existing vertical platform 
lifts and stairlifts that undergo major alterations or replacement works will be required to comply with 
these standards.  

                                                             
1
 Major alteration or replacement works – As defined in the Building Maintenance and Strata Management (Lift and Building 

Maintenance) Regulations 2005 
2
 EN 81-41:2010 – Safety rules for the construction and installation of lifts – Special lifts for the transport of persons and goods. 

Part 41: Vertical lifting platforms intended for use by persons with impaired mobility 
3
 EN 81-40:2008 – Stairlifts and inclined lifting platforms intended for persons with impaired mobility 

4
 ASME 18.1-2011 – Safety standard for platform lifts and stairway chairlifts   
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6. The installation and commissioning of vertical platform lifts and stairlifts shall be supervised 
by an appropriate professional engineer and on completion, the professional engineer shall submit to 
the Commissioner of Building Control his certificate of supervision as required under the Building 
Control Regulations.  
 
Clarifications 
 
7. We would appreciate it if you could convey the contents of this circular to the members of 
your organisation. For further clarifications, you may email to bca-elift@bca.gov.sg or call us at our 
hotline at 63257159.  Thank you. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

CHIN CHI LEONG 
GROUP DIRECTOR 
BUILDING PLAN AND MANAGEMENT GROUP 
for COMMISSIONER OF BUILDING CONTROL 
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ANNEX A: EXAMPLES OF VERTICAL PLATFORM LIFTS 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  



4 

 

ANNEX B: EXAMPLES OF STAIRLIFTS 
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secretariat@aces.org.sg  
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Singapore 289758 
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President 
Real Estate Developers’ Association of Singapore (REDAS) 
190 Clemenceau Avenue #07-01 
Singapore Shopping Centre 
Singapore 239924 
enquiry@redas.com 
 
President 
Singapore Contractors Association Limited (SCAL) 
Construction House 
1 Bukit Merah Lane 2 
Singapore 159760 
enquiry@scal.com.sg 
 
President 
Singapore Institute of Architects (SIA) 
79 Neil Road 
Singapore 088904 
info@sia.org.sg 
 
President 
Singapore Institute of Building Limited (SIBL) 
70 Palmer Road #03-09C 
Palmer House 
Singapore 079427 
josephine@sib.com.sg 
 
President 
Singapore Institute of Surveyors & Valuers (SISV) 
110 Middle Road #09-00 
Chiat Hong Building 
Singapore 188968 
sisv.info@sisv.org.sg 
 
President 
Society of Project Management (SPM) 
MacPherson Road P.O. Box 1083 
Singapore 913412 
sprojm@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

President 
Singapore Lift & Escalator Contractors & Manufacturers Association 
(SLECMA) 
3 Raffles Place 
#06-01 Bharat Building 
Singapore 048617 
bstan@ctlclaw.com 
 
President 
Singapore Hotel Association 
17 Cantonment Road 
Singapore 089740. 
secretariat@sha.org.sg 
 
Chairman 
The Association of Shopping Centres (Singapore) 
91 Tanglin Road #03-01 
Tanglin Place 
Singapore 247918 
info@orchardroad.sg 
 
President  
Association of Property & Facility Managers (APFM)  
110 Middle Road 
#09-00 Chiat Hong Building 
Singapore 188968  
secretariat@apfm.mygbiz.com  
 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Sentosa Development Corporation (SDC) 
33 Allanbrooke Road 
Sentosa 
Singapore 099981 
agencies_circulars@sentosa.com.sg 
 
Deputy Director 
Project Development and Maintenance Branch 
Ministry of Education (MOE) 
1 North Buona Vista Drive 
Office Tower Level 9 
Singapore 138675 
eng_wee_tong@moe.gov.sg 
 
President 
Board of Architects (BOA) 
5 Maxwell Road 1

st
 storey 

Tower Block MND Complex 
Singapore 069110 
boarch@singnet.com.sg 
 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer (Building) 
Housing & Development Board (HDB) 
480 Lorong 6 Toa Payoh 
HDB Hub 
Singapore 310480 
sck2@hdb.gov.sg 
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Deputy Director 
Project Devt & Mgt Sect 1 (C&S) 
Building Quality Group 
Housing & Development Board 
HDB Hub 
480 Lorong 6 Toa Payoh 
Singapore 310480 
hkc1@hdb.gov.sg 
 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Infrastructure & Development 
Land Transport Authority (LTA) 
1 Hamphire Road Block 8 Level  
Singapore 219428 
chong_kheng_chua@lta.gov.sg 
 
Director 
Engineering Planning Division 
JTC Corporation (JTC) 
8 Jurong Town Hall Road 
The JTC Summit 
Singapore 609434 
kohchwee@jtc.gov.sg 
 
Director(Building) 
People’s Association (PA) 
9 King George’s Avenue 
Singapore 208581 
foo_soon_leng@pa.gov.sg 
 
Chief 
Health Infrastructure Project 
MOH Holdings Pte Ltd 
1 Maritime Square 
#11-25 HarbourFront Centre 
Singapore 099253 
bengthong.koh@mohh.com.sg 
 
President 
Professional Engineers Board, Singapore (PEB) 
5 Maxwell Road 1

st
 storey 

Tower Block MND Complex 
Singapore 069110 
registrar@peb.gov.sg 
 
Director 
Best Sourcing Department 
Public Utilities Board (PUB) 
40 Scotts Road #18-01 
Environment Building 
Singapore 228231 
koh_boon_aik@pub.gov.sg 
 
Director  
Procurement and Project Facilitation Department 
National Environment Agency 
40 Scotts Road #19-01  
Environment Building  
Singapore 228231  
tan_kok_hoe@nea.gov.sg 
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Chief(Sports Facilities) 
Singapore Sports Council (SSC) 
230 Stadium Boulevard 
Singapore 397799  
kenneth_hui@ssc.gov.sg 
 
Chief Planner 
Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA) 
45 Maxwell Road 
The URA Centre 
Singapore 069118 
lim_eng_hwee@ura.gov.sg 
 
Director 
Protective Infrastructure & Estate 
Defence Science & Technology Agency 
1 Depot Road #03-01J 
Singapore 109679 
lcheehio@dsta.gov.sg 
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