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Dear Sir/Madam,

ADVISORY ON THE USE OF CLADDING MATERIALS AND FIXINGS FOR BUILDING
FACADES

Aim

This serves to advise the industry to use more durable materials and fixings for building
facades.

Background

2. Over the last 3 years, BCA has been notified of 8 incidents involving board materials
(such as calcium silicate and gypsum boards) and 4 incidents involving metal claddings falling
from the exterior or facade of the buildings. Investigations found that the incidents were caused
by deterioration of material or fixings. Such incidents pose a safety risk and danger to members
of the public.

Board Materials

3. Calcium silicate and gypsum boards are commonly used on the exterior of buildings as
cladding materials or underneath of roof eaves of a building as ceiling panels or decorative
features. As these boards are subject to daily weather conditions, they require more frequent
inspection and maintenance to ensure they remain securely fastened to the building and not
collapse or fall off. Therefore, we advise that the industry use materials that are more durable
for such long-term use on the exterior of buildings.

Cladding Fixings

4. Cladding fixings, such as bolts and screws, are used to anchor cladding frames to the
building structure and also to secure the cladding frames and panels together. Such fixings are
subject to daily weather conditions and will deteriorate over time. We wish to remind the
industry that the Approved Document issued under the Building Control Regulations require
fixings of claddings to be corrosion-resistant stainless steel fasteners that comply with BS EN
ISO 3506.
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Contact Person for Clarifications
5. We would appreciate it if you could convey the contents of this letter to the members of

your organisation. Should you need any clarifications, please call BCA’s hotline at 1800-3425
222 or by email to: bca_enquiry@bca.gov.sg.

Yours faithfully,

LIM BENG KWEE

DIRECTOR

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS GROUP

for COMMISSIONER OF BUILDING CONTROL
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