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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
CALIBRATION OF EQUIPMENT FOR PILE LOAD TEST BY SAC-SINGLAS 
ACCREDITED LABORATORIES 

This circular is to remind the industry on the regulatory requirements relating to pile 
load tests carried out in connection with building works.  
 
2 Under Regulation 39(2)(b) of the Building Control Regulations, any test for the 
purpose of Section 7A(2) of the Building Control Act is to be carried out in a SAC-SINGLAS 
accredited laboratory.  These tests include calibration tests for equipment like load cells, 
pressure gauges and movement gauges used in pile load testing.  
 
3 Before commencement of any pile load testing at site, Qualified Persons (QP) 
supervising the pile load test will have to inspect the test equipment to check that they are 
functional and properly calibrated. BCA would like to remind QP to exercise vigilance to 
check and verify the calibration reports issued by the laboratories.  
 
4.      QPs are to take note that not all laboratories are SAC-SINGLAS accredited, and that 
accreditation may only be for specific services rendered by these companies. QPs are 
therefore reminded to ensure that the laboratory that you have engaged to carry out the test 
is SAC-SINGLAS accredited for that specific scope of test. The accreditation status of 
companies and their scopes of accreditation can be found at the Singapore Accreditation 
Council’s website (www.sac-accreditation.gov.sg).  
 
5. QPs are advised to check that each of the test equipment used in the pile load 
testing bears a valid calibration certificate, issued by a SAC-SINGLAS accredited laboratory 
to the full capability or capacity of the test equipment.  QPs should also check for the SAC 
accreditation mark on the endorsed calibration reports and certificates for the test equipment 
as proof that the services has attained accreditation from SAC, before allowing them to be 
used for pile load testing at site.  A sample of an endorsed calibration report for load cell is 
shown in Annex A. 
 
6 QPs supervising building works that require the use of load cells or hydraulic jacks to 
measure forces are also reminded to check and verify the calibration reports of these 
equipment.  Examples of building work that require the use of these equipment include pre-
loading of ERSS struts, prestressing, ground anchors, etc. 
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7 I would appreciate it if you could bring to the attention of your members the contents 

of this circular. Please contact Dr Yet Nai Song or Mr Kwa Chin Soon at Tel 6804 4600 or 

email kwa_chin_soon@bca.gov.sg, if you need further clarification. Thank you. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
ER. KIEFER CHIAM 
DIRECTOR  
BUILDING ENGINEERING GROUP 
For COMMISSIONER OF BUILDING CONTROL 

mailto:kwa_chin_soon@bca.gov.sg


 

ANNEX A – SAMPLE OF ENDORSED CALIBRATION REPORT FOR LOAD CELL 
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