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Circular to Professional Institutes / Associations 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTIVITY RD&D GRANT CALL FOR BUILDING INFORMATION 

MODELLING (BIM) 

Background 

1. The Building and Construction Authority (BCA) funded by the Ministry of National 

Development Research Fund (MNDRF) launched a Construction Productivity RD&D Grant 

Call in the area of Building Information Modelling (BIM) on 08 March 2017.  

2. The grant call is open to software developers, Institute of Higher Learnings (IHLs), 

Research Institutes and industry representatives to submit proposals to develop solutions for 

collaboration platform that meets the objective of this grant call.  

Objective of Grant Call 

3. The objective of this grant call is to address lack of customisation for local construction 

workflows and knowledge and driving the development and use of localised BIM solutions to 

benefit the construction value chain (owners, consultants, contractors, operators, building 

users), for example, by: 

 

i. Setting up a collaboration platform that provides digital information 

management and collaboration platform to host and manage BIM submissions 

online for regulatory approvals and Virtual Design and Construction (VDC) 

practices. 

 



ii. Improve model quality by evaluating the model against a set of requirements 

stipulated in the submission requirements for regulatory approval as well as 

VDC practices. 

Full details can be found in the Request for Proposals (RFP) paper. 

 

Funding Support 

4. IHLs, research institutes, public sector agencies and not-for-profit organisations will 

qualify for up to 100% funding support of approved direct qualifying costs of a project.  Private 

sector companies will qualify for up to 70% of funding support of the approved direct qualifying 

costs of a project. Only IHLs and not-for-profit entities would be allowed support for indirect 

costs. These include up to 20% of qualifying costs for overhead costs. 

5. Proposals should not be funded or be currently considered for funding by other 

agencies. 

6. Funding awarded cannot be used to support overseas R&D activities. All funding 

awarded must be used to carry out the research activities in Singapore unless approved in the 

grant. 

7. Up to three (3) applicants will be identified to implement their platforms in a pilot project 

for Phase 1 that will last for not more than 3 - 6 months, the implementation shall also be 

tested by the project teams. The shortlisted applicants shall customize their solution in Phase 

1 to incorporate the 2 - 3 new functional requirements not already found in their platform. 

Funding for each shortlisted applicant will be up to $30,000 (including indirect costs) for Phase 

1. 

8. Up to two (2) applicants from Phase 1 will be shortlisted to further customize their 

platform for Phase 2 to incorporate the top 5 - 8 functionalities surfaced from Phase 1. Phase 

2 should not be more than 6 - 9 months followed by 3 - 6 months of testing in ongoing VDC 

projects. Funding for each applicant for Phase 2 will be up to $200,000 (including indirect 

costs) for Phase 2. 

9. For successful implementation, a stress test must be done by uploading approximately 

200 projects on the developed model server, the prototype could be deployed on the cloud. 

 

 

 



Application 

10. All applicants must send in 2 hard copies and 1 electronic copy of duly signed 

proposals by 19 April 2017 to the following: 

BCA R&I Grant Secretariat 

c/o Building and Construction Authority 

Research Planning & Programmes Department 

200 Braddell Road 

ZEB Level 3 

Singapore 579700 

 

11. The full details of the grant call and application form can be found at: 
http://www.bca.gov.sg/ResearchInnovation/mndrf_CP.html    
 

12. For more information, please contact the Secretariat at: BCA_CP@bca.gov.sg  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you. 
 

 
 
TAN TIAN CHONG  
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR  

 BUILT ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH & INNOVATION INSTITUTE 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY 
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